Blcssing of Animals

Fach year cIuring the Mission’s Annual Ficsta, we honor the
Franciscan tradition of blcssing our animals. ] o some, this mig]wt
seem to be frivolous but the custom is rooted in historg and
dates back to the 1200’s when St. r:rancis wrote a Cantzl:/c of
the (reatures, a Poctic devotion to all thfngs created bg God.
Throughout the worlc}, People bcing invited to bring their pets
to the churches to be blcsscd bg the Fastor and gentlg
sPriand with holg water mark this tradition.

Mission San Dicgo has welcomed cats, c]ogs, birds, snakes,
fish, gcrbils to name a few sPccics but a]ways it is with the pets
aPPcaring to behave Pcrf:cctlg almost as if knowing that thisis a
sPccial day for them. T here are several prayers associated with
this tradition and a favorite Franciscan one is ‘B/cssca’ are you,
[_ora/ Goaf maker of afl //'whg creatures. You called forth fish in
the sea, birds in the air and animals on the fand. You /hspirccf
Saint Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters. Ve ask
you to bless this pet. 55 the power of your/ovc, enable it to lve
accora’:hg to your P/an. May we a/ways praise you forall your
bcaui:g in creation? Plessed are you, [ ord our (God, in alf your

creatures! Amen”.
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